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In recent years there has been growing recognition that the creative industries not
only respond to people’s desire for creative and cultural experiences but also
make a significant contribution to a country’s economy. In 2001 this contribution
was measured for the first time in UK and the resulting evidence leaves no doubt
that the creative sector is of significant economic as well as cultural importance.
Creative industries account for 7.3% of the UK’s economy, employ almost two
million people, are the largest in EU and, relative to GDP, probably the largest in
the world.

In the British Council we are well aware of the way products from UK’s creative
industries influence opinions around the world on our culture, creativity and way of
life. There is also growing awareness of the pioneering nature of our creative
industries particularly in the way talents and skills associated with artistic
production have combined with business skills to form new, boundary breaking
approaches which have been immensely successful and have influenced the
wider business community. In this context, the British Council is proud to see the
launch of “T-Shirts and Suits”. This unique publication makes the secrets of
creative industries’ business success available to all. | would like to congratulate
David Parrish on the success of T-Shirts and Suits so far and | look forward to
hearing how this newly translated Mandarin version becomes a handbook in
Taiwan for creatives and business people working together to build strong creative
industries.
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